.17./AM    /Y   A'W;/.'/A7>                            221

person of the fugitive queen. So critical, indeed,
was the situation that a marriage with the archduke
Charles of Austria was seriously contemplated, but
despite the advantages of such a match, which would
have ended the Spanish hostility and soothed the
English Catholics, the queen was eventually unable
to reconcile herself to the inevitable loss of her
freedom of action, Equally unsuccessful was an
attempt to settle the question of Mary's position.
It was hoped that she might be induced to abdicate
once more in favour of her son, since Elizabeth could
not restore her to unrestricted liberty and was clearly
unable to exercise any legitimate control over a
neighbouring queen. With a view to hastening the
accomplishment of this scheme, or of justifying the
use of compulsion, it was arranged that the Lords
of the Congregation should be called upon to answer
for their rebellion, which would have given Moray
the opportunity to produce the famous u Casket
Letters," which, he alleged, proved Mary's guilt in
connection with the murder of Darnley. But before
anything could be clone Elizabeth stopped the pro-
ceedings, fearing to anger the English Catholics at
a time when Philip was adopting a hostile attitude
owing to the depredations committed by English
privateers. Nothing was settled at all, Mary re-
mained a prisoner, and Moray ruled Scotland in
the name of James VI.

There now begins that series of schemes and
plots, which occupies the chief place in the history
of England until the execution of the queen of Scots,
and which had for their object either the recognition